The Cleveland Museum of Art 



April 15, 1994 Contact: Greg Donley 

THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART OFFERS FOUR CLASSIC FILMS BY THE 
GREATEST MASTER OF GERMAN EXPRESSIONISM, F.W. MURNAU 

Masterpieces by Murnau 
Sun, 2:15 pm, unless noted 

$4, $3 CMA members. Special $2 rate for children 12 and under. $2 parking discount in upper 
short-term lot only; get ticket stamped at film entrance. 


In 1922 F.W. Murnau (1888-1931) made his initial impact on world cinema with what remains a 
deservedly famous film, Nosferatu. Shot on real locations instead of studio sets, Murnau ’s adapta- 
tion of the Count Dracula legend far surpassed any movie to date in bringing horror and mystery to 
familiar settings. The four beautiful and haunting silent classics in this series represent the cream of 
his subsequent film output. With The Last Laugh (1924) Murnau did away with the traditional film 
titles that had helped audiences to follow the action, relying instead on his sense of spatial and 
dramatic integrity and on the visual expressiveness he was able to achieve with careful lighting and 
creative camera movement. The movie made such an impact that Murnau was invited to Holly- 
wood, where the other three films in this series were made. The world never found out how this 
most influential director might have made the transition to sound pictures — one week before the 
release of Tabu, in 1931, F.W. Murnau was killed in a car crash in California. AH of the films are 
b&w with English intertitles and music. Made in USA except where noted. 


Sun/May 1 City Girl, 1930, 88 min. With Charles Farrell and Mary Duncan. Passion on the plains: 
a Midwest wheat fanner distrusts a waitress who marries his son. Helped inspire Days of Heaven 
(1978). 

Sun/May 8 Sunrise, 1927, 97 min. George O’Brien and Janet Gaynor light up the screen when a 
farmer, bewitched by a city vamp, plans to murder his wife. 

Sun/May 15 Tabu, 1931, 81 min. Sensual tale of a South Seas fisherman who elopes with a maiden 
promised to the gods. Restored, uncut version. Co-directed by Robert Flaherty. 

Sun/May 22, 3:30 pm The Last Laugh, Germany, 1924, 101 min. The camera tells the whole stoiy 
of a proud hotel doorman (Emil Jannings) demoted to washroom attendant. New 35mm print. 
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